
Westborough Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 13, 2015

6:30 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.

Present:  Chairman Barrette, Vice Chairman Drewry, Selectmen Goldblatt and Johnson

Also Present:  Jim Malloy, Town Manager, Kristi Williams, Assistant Town Manager/HR Director

Open Forum
Earl Storey came before Board to express his concern about what constitutes legal or illegal crosswalks in Town.  He noted that crosswalks should have signage and be handicap accessible.  The ones that are a major concern are Dunkin’ Donuts on East Main Street, where there is high traffic volume and no signage and at Veterans’ Freedom Park, which is painted, but there is a blind spot.  The Board agreed to look into Mr. Storey’s concerns and address the issue at a future meeting.
Tin Htway, Building Commissioner came before the Board and introduced Marc Guillmette, the new Building Inspector.  The Board welcomed Mr. Guillmette.
Bill Linnane came before the Board and spoke in favor of the Town’s Police Department.  With the issues in police departments occurring across the country he asked that they be thanked for the excellent service they provide. 
Selectman Drewry noted that there have been rumors circulating in Town and expressed his concern about how messages are delivered in the Town and their accuracy, and asked the press to ensure that they are printing accurate information. 
Brent Copertino, 18 Kings Grant Road, came before the Board and explained that a Town sidewalk plow knocked down a portion of his fence last winter and asked how to make sure that it doesn’t happen again.  Selectman Barrette recommended that Mr. Copertino contact the Selectmen’s office tomorrow and speaks with the Town Manager who will work with him and the DPW Manager to insure that it does not reoccur this winter.
Request to Appoint Election Officers for Terms Ending July 31, 2016
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the list of new Election Officers as attached was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0
Public Hearing for a Farmer-Brewer Pouring Permit at Cold Harbor Brewery, 108 Milk Street, Suite 6 / William Oliveira
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to open the public hearing for a Farmer-Brewer Pouring Permit at Cold Harbor Brewery was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Mr. Oliveira came before the Board.  He explained that he currently has a Farmer Brewer License which allows him to manufacture and sell malt beverages and provide one ounce samples.  The pouring permit will allow him to pour 4 ounce samples or pints.  Mr. Oliveira noted that it is not a bar, but is considered a tap room, which are all over the country and more are opening up on the East coast.  Concerns will be mitigated by insuring that all employees are TIPS certified and that they will be open only until 7 PM on Friday and 6 PM on Saturday.
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the Farmer Brewer Pouring License for Cold Harbor Brewing Co. LLC at 108 Milk Street, Suite 6 and naming William Oliveira as Manager of Record, subject to the alcohol server training certification be provided prior to the issuance of the license was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Discussion:  Chief Gordon noted that he has not had any concerns but asked if there is seating.  Mr. Olivieri noted that he has 8 bar stools around pub tables and Chief Gordon stated that he would prefer no seating.  Mr. Htway noted that when the original plan was approved there was no seating or tables, and it would be a violation of the site plan to keep them.  There was a brief discussion of the conditions of the building permit, the parking situation and that the business is off hours from Robinsons Music and Kumon.  Selectman Barrette questioned whether the hearing could be continued and Mr. Malloy explained that the Board can continue the hearing or approve the motion subject to the chairs being removed.  Mr. Htway will meet with Mr. Oliveira to resolve the issue.
Selectman Johnson’s motion to continue the public hearing to October 27, 2015 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0
Central Mass Regional Planning Commission Presentation / Janet Pierce, Executive Director

Janet Pierce, Executive Director, came before the Board.  She provided the Board with copies of the recently produced Services Guide, which she reviewed.  Ms. Pierce also spoke about upcoming projects, events, and meetings.  She explained the Community Compact Program introduced by the Lieutenant Governor, which the Town has taken advantage of.  Ms. Pierce spoke briefly about the WRTA Shuttle program and Westborough’s increase in ridership.
Request to Approve Change of Manager for Courtyard by Marriott, 3
Technology Drive / James Wolfe

Mr. Wolfe came before the Board.

Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the Change of Manager License for the Courtyard by Marriott at 3 Technology Drive and naming James Wolfe as Manager of Record was seconded by Selectman Drewry.   Discussion:  Chief Gordon has no issues.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Approve Change of Manager for Double Tree Hilton, 5400
Computer Drive / Scott Smith

Attorney Andrew Upton came before the Board and explained that the Hilton has changed hands and the new owner borrowed funds from the bank.  The loan requires collateral which includes the hotel and everything in it as well as the liquor license.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the Pledge of License to Customers Bank for the Doubletree Hotel at 5400 Computer Drive was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Discussion:  Selectman Johnson questioned whether there are any implications for the Town and Mr. Malloy explained that there is no issue for the Town and that it is protection for the lender.  Vote:  4-0
Public Hearing to Amend Fuel Storage License for Global Montello Group Corp., 130 Turnpike Road / Jason Frigon
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to open the public hearing to amend the fuel storage license for Global Montello Group was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0
Mr. Frigon came before the Board.

Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the amendment to the fuel storage permit for Global Montello at 30 Turnpike Road as per their application to increase the storage of gasoline (IB) by 1,000 gallons and decreasing the storage of diesel (II) by 1,000 gallons was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Discussion:  Mr. Frigon explained that the change depends on the current market and what is selling.  Captain Rand noted that it is an administrative item and there are no issues.  Vote:  4-0
Selectman Johnson’s motion to close the public hearing was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Approve the Installation of a Sign on Town Property for Healthy Paws Veterinary Center / Chad Gronbach

Mr. Gronbach and Dr. Russell came before the Board.

Selectman Drewry‘s motion to approve the sign for Healthy Paws Veterinary Clinic at the corner of Fruit Street and Flanders Road, but that the sign be removed from the existing Fruit Street sign and place on a new separate pole installed by the business in a location approve by the Chief of Police to ensure it does not block any official signage or create visual impairment was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Discussion:  Mr. Gronbach explained that they have a second smaller sign on the corner of Old Flanders Road and Fruit Street as well and noted that they are agreeable to moving the signs to separate poles.  Chief Gordon has no issue as it is the Board’s policy and agreed to meet with the proponent regarding the placement of the sign.  Mr. Htway expressed his concern that there will be many other businesses who will also want to post signs on Town property.  Chief Gordon recommended that the Board approve requests on a case by case basis.  Selectman Johnson amended the motion to include both signs and that as long as they remain in the public way and is approved by the Police Chief and it was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Recreation Commission Discussion Regarding a State Hospital Field Renovation / Alan Grady, Earl Storey

Mr. Grady and Mr. Storey came before the Board.  Mr. Grady explained that the Recreation Dept. started a flag football program in spring, which more popular than anticipated.  He reviewed the small area on the State Hospital site that was used for a field and collaborated with Northborough and Marlborough, traveling between the towns for games.  The goal is to use Recreation Gift Account funds to level out an area for up to 4 fields, which will remain on the Town owned recreational land.  There will be no tree removal.  It has been approved by the State Hospital Re-Use Committee.  Chief Gordon pointed out that the area is used for parking during the Triathlon and Mr. Storey noted it would not interfere.  There are no issues with other town participating and using the property as the property is covered by the Town’s liability insurance.
Request to Approve the Muscular Dystrophy Boot Drive at the Rotary on October 24, 2015 / Rick Golden

Rich Golden and Dan Hehir came before the Board and reviewed their request.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the Muscular Dystrophy Boot Drive on Saturday, October 24, 2015 from 9 AM to 12 PM subject to Chief of Police’s request to not stand on West Main Street only the island was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Appoint Members to the Local Emergency Planning Committee / Bob Rand

Captain Rand explained that there has been turnover on the Committee and replacements need to be appointed.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to appoint Gordon Richardson, Tim Novak, Steve Baccari and Stephanie Lussier to the Local Emergency Planning Committee was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Establish a Multi Use Trail Maintenance Gift Account / Bruce Tretter

Mr. Tretter came before the Board.
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the establishment of a Multi Use Trail Maintenance Gift Account for the purpose of creating and maintaining multi use trails in Town was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Discussion:  Mr. Tretter reviewed what types of projects would benefit from the gift account and fundraising.  Mr. Malloy explained how the gift account is managed.

Vote:  4-0    
Request to Approve the Central Mass Stormwater Coalition Inter-Municipal Agreement / Town Manager
Mr. Malloy reviewed the program which was coordinated by the Town of Spencer and consists of 30 towns that work together on stormwater permitting issues.  It is funded by the DPW expense budget and is recommended by the DPW Manager and the Town Engineer. 
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the intermunicipal agreement with the Town of Spencer was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Approve and Sign the Release Deed for the State Hospital Parcel / Town Manager

Mr. Malloy explained that there was a flaw in the original deed where a five acre “notch” was not included in the original survey filed with the original deed.  It was the State and Town’s intent that it should have been included.  It has been signed by the State.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to authorize George Barrette as the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen to sign the Release Deed for confirming the portion of the property that was not originally transferred to the Town is included in the transfer was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Approve and Release Executive Session Minutes / Town Manager

Mr. Malloy explained the process to release Executive Session minutes, which has not been the practice in the past.  Due to a recent request for a copy of Executive Session minutes Mr. Malloy reviewed those from the past year which do not require to be kept confidential and will continue to do so as time permits.
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to release the following Executive Session minutes 10/14/14; 10/28/14; 12/30/14; 3/10/15; 4/14/15; 4/28/15; 6/9/15; 7/29/15 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0
Discussion to Set a Date for Fire Chief Interviews / Town Manager
The Board discussed their schedules and options for a meeting date to interview the two finalists for the Fire Chief position.  The Board agreed on October 22, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 23.
Town Meeting Warrant – Vote to Support Articles
Selectman Barrette reviewed the Warrant Articles and the Board voted the following:
Article 1:  Selectman Goldblatt’s motion to support Article 1, Spurr House Committee Report, was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  2-2 (Barrette, Drewry)
Selectman Barrette noted that if there is a full Board at Town Meeting they will revote.

Article 2:  Selectman Drewry’s motion to support Article 2 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-1 (Goldblatt)
Article 3:  Selectman Johnson’s motion to support Article 3 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0

Article 4:  Selectman Johnson’s motion to support Article 4 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0
Article 5:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 5 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0
Article 6:  Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to support Article 6 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0
Article 7:  Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to support Article 7 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0
Article 8:  Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to support Article 8 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0

Article 9:  Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to support Article 9 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0

Article 10:  Selectman Drewry‘s motion to support Article 10 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0

The amount has been changed to $110,000.

Article 11:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 11 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0

Article 12:  Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to support Article 12 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0

Article 13:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 13 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0

Article 14:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 14 was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0

Article 15:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 15 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  3-0-1 (Drewry)
Article 16:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 16 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0

Article 17:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 17 was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Article 18:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 18 was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0

Article 19:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 19 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  4-0

Article 20:  Selectman Johnson‘s motion to support Article 20 was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Town Manager Report



Mr. Malloy informed the Board that the painting of the East Main Street railroad bridge has been awarded and he reviewed the process.  The nighttime work will start as early as 11/18, signs will be posted on either side, and two detail officers will be present.  Chief Gordon added that there is no issue with road blockage for the police and fire and there will be minimal impact to traffic as it being done at night.  Mr. Malloy also noted that the new street lights have been received, the bases are behind schedule and may not be in until late fall, early spring.  The Fire Station parking lot will be open tomorrow.  The Town Hall is not substantially complete but is on schedule for 11/6 – 11/9.
Issues and Correspondence of the Selectmen

Selectman Johnson reminded the public about Town Meeting on October 19 at 7 PM.  The first public meeting for the State Hospital Re-Use Committee will be held on November 19.  The Westborough Education Foundation Trivia Bee will take place on 11/2 and the Good Scout Award Dinner for Judge John McCann is on November 9.

Selectman Barrette echoed Selectman Drewry’s comments during Open Forum and noted that if anyone in the community has questions or complaints they should email or call the Selectmen.

Executive Session
Selectman Drewry’s motion to enter into at 8:15 p.m. Executive Session M.G.L. c.30A, Sec. 21.10 to discuss trade secrets or confidential or proprietary information regarding activities by a governmental body as energy supplier, municipal aggregator or energy cooperative, if an Open Session will adversely affect conducting business relative to other entities making, selling or distributing energy was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.
Roll Call Vote:  Selectman Johnson – yes; Selectman Goldblatt – yes; Selectman Barrette – yes; Selectman Drewry – yes.
Submitted by Paula M. Covino
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